A Town of History and Romance a Time Capsule from the Mogami River Shipping Era
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Aterazawa

Townscape

Oe Town Tourism
Volunteer Guide Association

We, the "Boat Song Village
Guides," will show you around
the town's tourist spots,
including Nihon Ichi Park

and the charming streets

that evoke memories of the
Mogami River boat transport.
We'll provide a fun and unique
guided tour sharing local
stories in the Yamagata dialect.

@ Guide Fee: 1,000 yen per hour per guide
@ Please apply to the Oe Town Tourism and Products Association
@ Reservation Deadline: Individuals: 2 weeks prior /

Groups: 1 month prior

*Requests may not always be accommodated.

Oe Town lies near the center of Yamagata where the Tsukinuno River and the Mogami River meet. The
Tsukinuno River originates in the Asahi Mountain Range (one of Japan's 100 Famous Mountains) and flows into
the Mogami River in Oe Town. The area is blessed with abundant nature. Oe Town's central area, Aterazawa,
flourished as a river port and transport hub for Mogami River shipping during the Genroku period of the Edo
era. This river pathway connected Sakata and Yonezawa, acting as a cultural artery for Yamagata. Elegant
culture from Kyoto flowed down the Mogami River. This gave rise to a flourishing boat transport culture. Out of
this culture arose the Autumn Festival where splendid festival floats parade through the town and the Hina Doll
Festival. Storehouses reminiscent of that era's prosperity remain today. This landscape has been designated as
an Important Cultural Landscape. It is considered a National Treasure of Scenery by the Japanese government.

Town Center Exchange Hall (ATERA)

The building is located in the
Central Street Shopping District.
This area features many preserved
traditional townhouses with deep
layouts. The store fronts face the
main street while the storehouses
and residences are located in the
back. The building that houses the
Exchange Hall was once a bank. It
was completed in the early Showa
period, but now features a modern
western style design. Inside you
can find a vault room with thick
doors and walls, remnants of

the old bank. Enjoy a moment

in the cafe amidst this modern
atmosphere.

Nihon Ichi Park

(Official Name: National Historic Site Aterazawa Tateyama Castle Ruins Park)

This historic park was developed on the site of a mountain castle built by the Oe clan, who ruled this area in medieval times.
From the park, you can gaze upon the majestic flow of the Mogami River, known as the mother river of Yamagata, and the
mountains of Zao and the Asahi Mountain Range. Selected as a Mogami River Viewpoint, it offers truly spectacular views

some of the finest in Japan.

Haramachi Street /

Seino Family Residence

During the Edo period this street was lined with the homes of the most prominent
merchants in the Aterazawa domain. Many Sake brewers had also set up shop along

this street.

The old houses with their tile roofs, earthen walls, storehouses, and ancient pines
still quietly convey the former prosperity of the Mogami River shipping trade.

The Seino Family residence, located along Haramachi Street, boasts the largest
scale and finest quality among the merchant houses and stands as the central
building on the street. In the early modern period, they operated a sake brewery.
Now a days, during the March Doll Festival, Hina dolls are displayed in the sitting

room storehouse.

Old Mogami Bridge

This three arch bridge spans the Mogami River. It

is highly regarded as a modern civil engineering
heritage site for its decorative piers and railings as
well as its curved beauty reflected on the water. It
stands as a symbol of the Mogami River. The view
from the new Mogami Bridge is also superb, making
it a prime photo spot for breathtaking scenery.

Mogami River Boat Song
Monument

Oe Town is the birthplace of the "Mogami
River Boat Song," a folk song representative
of Yamagata Prefecture. This monument was
erected in the park to commemorate

this culturally significant song.

The song goes,

D Yo-e, Sa-no, Magga-sho

Enya Kora Magase
Saka-ta-sa-igu-sa-ge-tassha-de-

ro-cha D _

Singing this song while enjoying the
spectacular view will refresh your spirit.
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Asahi Mountain Range Kodera
Information Center

The center is located at the Kodera Trailhead, which is the starting point for climbing
Mount O-Asahi. Asahi is the main peak of the Asahi Mountain Range and one of
Japan's 100 Famous Mountains. The
center offers lodging facilities and

a parking lot for up to 200 vehicles.
The surrounding area features the
Kodera Valley. The valley offers
prime opportunities to enjoy hiking
and driving in the foothills. It also
an ideal location to enjoy the June
greenery as well as the October

autumn foliage.

Kodera Valley (Jintsu Gorge)

This gorge was carved over thousands of years

by water flowing from mountains including Mount
Koasahi in the Asahi Mountain Range. Surrounded by
steep cliffs on both sides, it's pristine natural beauty
has been preserved. It is a magical place with clear
streams cascading over massive and bizarrely shaped
rocks. The mystical beauty of nature's changing colors
from fresh greenery in spring, to lush green foliage

in summer, and vibrant colored leaves in autumn—
captivates visitors throughout the seasons. The best
time to see the fresh greenery is from late May to June,
and the best time for autumn leaves is late October.

natural beautyand original character. Hikers can enjoy a true mountﬁineering i

Daizumori Nature Park

From the parking lot walk about 1
km along a walking path through

a beautiful beech forest to reach
the summit plaza. At an elevation
of 984m, the plaza features an
observation deck offering close-up
views of the Asahi Mountain Range
ridges. Mount Gassan and Mount
Zao are also visible. From here
visitors can enjoy a magnificent
360-degree panoramic vista.

Himesayuri

Also known as the maiden lily, the

Himesayuri is a rare plant found in the Asahi
and lide mountain ranges and the Azuma
mountain system spanning Yamagata,

Niigata, and Fukushima Prefectures. It is
said to take 5 to 6 years from seed dispersal
for one or two flowers to bloom, producing

delicate pink blossoms. In Oe Town, they can
be seen in the Asahi Mountain Range and
Oyama Natural Park.

Oyama Nature Park

From late May to early June each year, approximately 60,000 himesayuri, a
type of lily, bloom throughout the park. The park features an

observation deck offering a 360-degree panoramic view of the

Asahi Mountain Range, Mt. Gassan, Mt. Hayama, and Mt. Zao. A

grassy park area with playground equipment is available, along

with cottages and a campground with sanitary facilities.
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This is the most popular
experience offered at Yamasa-

Mountain Village Community Center
(Yamasa-be)

This lodging facility for outdoor and

be. It offers an exciting chance
to play in the Tsukinuno River,
cultural experiences was created by located right in front of the

center. Participants can wade,

walk, swim, and jump into the

renovating a former elementary school

building. It offers various activities to
river. It's popular not only with

enjoy nature and the countryside. It children but also with adults.

also features a gymnasium, making it Nature guides will

suitable for sports training camps and insure you have a fun
and safe experience

while enjoying the

events.

natural surroundings.

Terme Hakuryo Health Hot Spring Oku Oe Yanagawa Hot Sprigs

This hot spring has a high concentration of minerals, which is rare even in Japan. It's
color changes to six different colors, such as emerald green and milky white, depending
on the day. The water is said to be effective for diabetes and neuralgia. This hot spring
is loved by many people from inside and outside the prefecture for its high quality.
There is also a large open-air bath and a toron sauna. There is also a restaurant, so you
can take a bath, eat delicious food, and relax and refresh yourself for a day.

Fee

Adults: 400 yen
Junior high school students: 150 yen

This hot spring facility is located in the Yanagawa district, a heavy snowfall mountain
valley west of town. The water at this hotspring is known for its excellent heat retention
properties, so much so that it is also called "Netsu no Yu" (Hot Water). It is said to be
effective for arteriosclerosis and chronic skin diseases. The water can also be drunk,
providing numerous health benefits. Enjoy a feeling of paradise in the open-air bath
while gazing at the town's famous hydrangeas and taking in views of the foothills of
the Asahi Mountain Range. The Facility also consists of a store and lodging facilities.
The area hosts a Wild Vegetable Festival in spring and a Fresh Buckwheat Festival in
autumn,
Fee
Adults: 400 yen
Junior high school students: 150 yen















